FY09 State of Minnesota Administrative/Technical Services and Erosion, Sediment Control or Water Quality Improvements 
Grant Agreement:
In August of 2008 the Renville SWCD entered into a grant agreement with the State of Minnesota through the Board of Water & Soil Resources.  Funding included:

$23,807 for General Services


$26,560 for Easement Services


$17,594 for the State Cost-Share Base Grant

The following is a summary of how those funds were used.  By the end of the FY 
(June 30, 2009) all General Services and Easement Services funds had been expended.  All State Cost-Share funds had been encumbered for projects.

General Services:

General Services funds are used for office operations including rent, telephone, insurance, vehicle expenses including gas and repairs, personnel expenses including salaries and benefits, office supplies, professional fees including the cost of financial audits, educational activities, and any other normal operational expenses.

Easement Services:
Renville County has nearly 400 perpetual conservation easements enrolled in the RIM (Reinvest in Minnesota), PWP (Permanent Wetlands Preserve), CREP (Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program) and RIM/WRP (a marriage of the State of Minnesota RIM program and the USDA Wetland Reserve Program).  Landowners in Renville County have recently enrolled land into RIM easements under a grant funded by the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund to protect Granite Rock Outcrops in the Minnesota River Valley.  In addition to working with landowners on applications and easement processing, designing conservation plans and working with landowners and contractors on practice implementation, the SWCD staff are required to “spot check” a percentage of easements each year.  In the summer of 2009, 180 spot checks are being conducted by SWCD staff.  
SWCD staff work with landowners on maintenance issues throughout the year.  Some of those landowners have obtained funding through the USDA WHIP program to assist with maintenance such as burning, reseeding and tree removal.  Ownership changes also contribute to workload.  Ownership changes with property surveys have contributed to an increased workload as easement boundaries are clarified.  
State Cost-Share Program:

All the FY09 funds have been encumbered and three out of the four projects funded have been completed.  Maximum funding for a State Cost-Share project is 75% of the total cost.  In some cases, funding is done in conjunction with other sources such as the NRCS EQIP program or a Watershed Project.  

 There were three bioretension projects funded with FY09 funds.  Two of those were urban.  One contract being with a private landowner and the other one was with a municipality.  The third project was a grade stabilization project on agricultural land.  The fourth State Cost-Share project was an ag waste project.  That project is being completed to correct a pollution problem at a noncompliant feedlot.  There was $14,075.20 available for landowner payments.  The remaining $3,518.80 is available for technical assistance.  Technical assistance includes working with landowners on initial site inspection, survey and design work, and installation and construction checkout.  Staff are also required to maintain a schedule of regular site inspections on projects funded through previous grant agreements.  
This grant agreement follows the State of Minnesota fiscal year which is July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009.  Renville SWCD operates on a calendar year fiscal year.  For information on revenues and expenditures for the last Renville SWCD fiscal year (January 1, 2008 – December 31, 2008), please see the report titled 2008 Annual Report.  For a narrative of that year’s activities, see the report entitled 2008 Narrative Annual Report.  

